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This paper reports on an event in Minato Ward, Tokyo on March 26, 2016 with an
audience primarily consisting of international families residing in Japan with children
under three years old. Nearly 8% of the ward’s population is foreign, which is one of the
highest foreign population ratios in Tokyo. The event comprised a lecture and a
workshop, was organized by the Minato Ward Family Support Center, and was carried
out by the non-profit organization ICRIS Setagaya which promotes and researches
multicultural child-rearing in Japan. During the workshop the participants were
encouraged to discuss with each other their hopes and concerns regarding their children’s
bilingual education. The participants were also asked to fill out questionnaires which,
along with other observations made by the ICRIS Setagaya representatives, formed the
foundations of this report as part of the action research approach. The discussion in this
report focuses on the parents’ visions of their children’s future bilingualism as well as on
parents’ immediate concerns regarding their children’s continued acquisition of two or
more languages in Japan. A visible problem emerged, as fullfilment of the parents’
bilingualism aspirations was hindered by a lack of available tools at the disposal of
parents in Japan. Additionally, there were families with two Japanese parents who
indicated a desire to raise their children bilingual and therefore also joined the event, and
their responses suggested that bilingualism in Japan has to be addressed as a larger
societal issue.
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